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An Irish Knit Odyssey 

ceann cait 
 (long eared owl) 

  

Made with 100 per-cent pure wool from Galway Sheep from the Sheep and 

Wool Centre in Leenane, Co. Galway. I’ve made many hats with owl cables, it’s 

a particular favourite texture of mine. I experimented here with eyelets for 

the eyes and long ears, hence the name. The yarn I was using was practically 

troublesome, first of all I only had 70 grams ,less than 50 metres and 

secondly there were huge variations in the thickness of the yarn, from very 

chunky to very thin. 

Skill Level: Intermediate 

Skills used:  

 Knitting in the round 

 Knitting cables 

Knits in: 3 hours 

Measurements: 50cm in diameter, 19 cm in height 

Yarn 

o 7 gram of Báinín Galway wool ( I skein) (chunky weight) 

http://sheepandwoolcentre.com/
http://sheepandwoolcentre.com/
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Needles 

o 8mm (USA size 11) 50 cm circular needle 

o 8mm (USA size 11) double points ( 4 or 5) 

o Cable needle ( I usually just use a 

double point) 

Other  

o Stitch marker 

o Tapestry needle 

Care: 

Hand wash only, reshape while wet. 

Tension/ Gauge 

 

10 cm 

x 10cm 
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16 rows by 10 stitches = 10 cm square in Stocking 

stitch 

 

Abbreviations 

k Knit 

p Purl 

rss Reverse Stocking Stitch 

k2tog Knit two stitches together 

ssk Slip 1, slip 1, return to left needle and knit two 

stitches together 

Yo Yarn over the needle to make a stitch ( eyelet) 

C4f Cable four front: place the next 2 stitches on cable 

needle, hold to front, knit next 2 stitches, then knit 2 

from cable needle 

C4b Cable four back: place the next 2 stitches on cable 

needle, hold to back, knit next 2 stitches, then knit 2 

from cable needle 

T4b Twist cable four back: Slip next two stitches on to 

cable needle and hold at back, knit two from left 

needle, purl two from cable needle 

T4f Twist cable four front: Slip next two stitches on to 

cable needle and hold at front, purl two from left 

needle, knit two from cable needle 

p2tog Purl  two stitches together  
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  Pattern 

One size to fit child head 

 

Cast on 50 Stitches with circular needles or double points, Pm, join 

in round, careful not to twist stitches. Change to double points 

when necessary 

 

Rows 1-4: *K1, p1* to end (50 stitches) 

Rows 5-6: k8, p2 ( 5 times)(50) 

Row 7: p (50) 

Row 8-9:  k8, p2 ( 5 times) (50) 

Row 10: c4b, c4f, p2 (5 times) (50) 

Rows 11-17:  k8, p2 ( 5 times) (50) 

Row 18:  c4b, c4f, p2 (5 times) (50) 

Row 19:  k8, p2 ( 5 times) (50) 

Row 20: k2, yo, ssk, k2tog, yo, k2, p2 (5 times) (50) 

Row 21-22:  k8, p2 ( 5 times) (50) 

Row 23:  t4b, t4f, p2 (5 times) (50) 

Row 24-25:  k2, p4, k2, p2 (5 times) (50) 

Row 26: k2, p4, k2, p2tog (5 times) (45) 

Row 27: p7, p2tog (5 times) (40) 

Row 28: p6, p2tog (5 times) (35) 

Row 29: p5, p2tog (5 times) (30) 

Row 30: p4, p2tog (5 times) (25) 

Row 31: p3, p2tog (5 times) (20) 

Row 32: p2, p2tog (5 times) (15) 

Row 33: p1, p2tog (5 times) (10) 

Row 34: p2tog (5 times) (5) 

 

 
Break yarn, leaving enough yarn to thread through remaining stitches 

twice. Weave in all ends. 

 
 


