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An Irish Knit Odyssey 

Coileán Beag Donn 

 
(Little Brown Puppy) 

I designed this hat for June Bourke’s Back to Back wool as part of my Irish Knit 

Odyssey. 

This is a home grown and sheared, homespun un-dyed yarn from Back to Back 

yarn which I bought at the Westport Country Market. 

Skill Level: Intermediate 

Skills used:  

 Knitting in the round 

 Decrease and increase stitches 

 Picking up stitches 

 Kitchener stitch 

Knits in: 8 hours 

Measurements: 30cm in length, Circumference 30cm at widest point 

http://anirishknitodyssey.wordpress.com/
http://anirishknitodyssey.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/backtobackireland
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Yarn 

o I Skein Back to Back undyed Jacob sheep yarn  

o Small amount of chunky Black acrylic for ears and embroidery 

Needles 

o 5mm ( USA size 8) double points ( 4 or 5) 

Other  

o 6 Stitch marker 

o Tapestry needle 

o Toy stuffing 

o Ribbon 

o Waste yarn or stitch 

holders 

Care: 

Surface wash only! 

Tension/ Gauge 

 

10 cm 

x 10cm 
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16stitches  

 
 

20 rows by 

16 stitches = 

10 cm square 

in Stocking 

stitch 

 

Abbreviations 

k Knit 

p Purl 

m1 Make 1 

kfb Knit into front and back of stitch to increase  

k2tog Knit two stitches together 

ssk Slip 1, slip 1, return to left needle and knit two 

stitches together 

sk  k2tog 

psso 

Slip one knitwise, Knit two together, pass slipstitch 

over 

puk Pick up and knit 

pm Place marker 

sm Slip marker 

rm Remove marker 
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Pattern 

Pattern is knitted from the top of the head to the toes. It is Knitted in the 

round, except for the ears which are added on at the end. 

 

Cast on 3 Stitches with double points, pm to mark beginning of round, join in 

round, careful not to twist stitches. Space stitches evenly on 3 needles 

Row 1 Kfb ( 3 times) (6 stitches) 

Rows 2,4,6,8 k 

Row 3 Kfb (6 times) (12) 

Row 5 Kfb (12 times) (24) 

Row 7 Kfb (24 times) (48) 

Rows 9-12 k 

Row 13 Increase for snout  

K23, pm, m1, k2, m1, pm, k23 (50) 

Rows 14, 16, 

18, 20, 22, 24 

k 

Row 15 K23, sm, m1, k4, m1, sm, k23 (52) 

Row 17 K23, sm, m1, k6, m1, sm, k23 (54) 

Row 19 K23, sm, m1, k8, m1, sm, k23 (56) 

Row 21 K23, sm, m1, k10 m1, sm, k23 (58) 

Row 23 K23, sm, m1, k12, m1, sm, k23 (60) 

Rows 25, 26 k 

Row 27 K23, sm, ssk, k10, k2tog, sm, k23 (58) 

Row 28 K23, sm, ssk, k8, k2tog, sm, k23 (56) 

Row 29 K23, sm, ssk, k6, k2tog, sm, k23 (54) 

Row 30 K23, sm, ssk, k4, k2tog, sm, k23 (52) 

Row 31 K23, sm, ssk, k2, k2tog, sm, k23 (50) 

Row 32 K23, rm, ssk, k2tog,fm, k23 (48) 

Rows 33, 34 k 

Row 35 k2tog (24 times) (24) 

Row 36 K 
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Row 37 K2tog (12 times) (12) 

Do not Break yarn, weave in cast on thread and stuff head, leaving remaining 

12 stitches on needles 

 

Body 

Row 38 K 

Row 39 K3, pm, m1, k1, m1,pm, k4, pm, m1, k1, m1, pm, k3 (16) 

Rows 40 

and all even 

rows til 60 

k 

Row 41 K3, sm, m1, k3, m1, sm, k4, sm, m1, k3, m1,sm, k3 (20) 

Row 43 K3, sm, m1, k5, m1, sm, k4, sm, m1, k5, m1, sm, k3 (24) 

Row 45 K3, sm, m1, k7, m1, sm, m1, k4, m1, sm, m1, k7, m1, sm, k3 (30) 

Row 47 K3, sm, m1, k9, m1, sm, m1, k6, m1, sm, m1, k9, m1, sm, k3 (36) 

Row 49 K3 ,m1, sm, m1, k11, m1, sm, m1, k8, m1, sm, m1, k11, m1, sm, m1, 

k3 (44) 

Row 51 K4 ,m1, sm, m1, k13, m1, sm, m1, k10, m1, sm, m1, k13, m1, sm, m1, 

k4 (52) 

Row 53 K5 ,m1, sm, m1, k15, m1, sm, m1, k12, m1, sm, m1, k15, m1, sm, m1, 

k5 (60) 

 

Set up for arms 

Row 55 K6 ,m1, sm, k4, place next 10 stitches on waste yarn, k3 sm, m1, 

k12, m1, sm, k3, place next 10 stitches on waste yarn, k4,  sm, 

m1, k6 (44) 

Row 57 K7 ,m1, sm, k7, sm, m1, k16, m1, sm,  k7, m1, sm, m1, k7 (48) 

Row 57 K8 ,m1, rm, k7, rm, m1, k18, m1, rm,  k7, m1, rm, m1, k8 (52) 

Rows 61-64 K 

Row 65 K1, m1, pm, k16, pm, m1, k4, m1, pm, k10, pm, m1, k4, m1, pm, K16, 

pm, m1, k1 (58) 
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Rows 66, 68, 

70, 72, 74 

Knit 

Row 67 K2, m1, sm, k16, sm, m1, k6, m1, sm, k10, sm, m1, k6, m1, sm, K16, 

sm, m1, k2 (64) 

Row 69 K3, m1, sm, k16, sm, m1, k8, m1, sm, k10, sm, m1, k8, m1, sm, K16, 

sm, m1, k3 (72) 

 

Set up for tail 

Row 71 Place first 4 stitches on waste yarn, rm, k16, sm, m1, k10, m1, 

sm, k10, sm, m1, k10, m1, sm. K16, rm, place next 4 stitches on 

waste yarn (68) 

 

Set up for legs 

Row 73 K 16, rm, place next 12 stitches on yarn, rm, k10, rm, place next 

12 stitches on waste yarn, k16 (44) 

Row 75 K 

Row 76 *K1, K2tog (10 times) k1*, twice (24) 

Row 77  K 

Break yarn leaving long tail to close using Kitchener stitch, leave stitches on 

needles or transfer to stitch holders or waste yarn. Do not close until after 

arms, legs and tail have been completed and all other threads are woven in. 

 

Arms 

Place THE 10 stitches from waste yarn on double points, in this order 3, 4, 3.  

Row1 Reattach yarn, Puk1, k10, puk1, (12stitches), Join in the round 

Rows 2-6 K 

Row 7 Kfb, k4, kfb (twice) k4, kfb (16) 

Row 8-10 k 

Row 11 K2tog ( 8 times) (8) 

Row 12 K 

Row 13 K2tog (4 times) (4) 
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Break yarn, pull yarn through remaining four stitches tightly, weave in ends, 

stuff arm. Repeat for other arm 

 

tail 

Place THE 8 stitches from waste yarn on double points, in this order 2 4, 2  

Row 1 Reattach yarn, Puk1, k8, puk1 (10 stitches), join in round 

Rows 2, 4, 6 K 

Row 3  K3, k2tog ( twice), k3 (8) 

Row 5 K2, k2tog ( twice), k2 (6) 

Rows 7 K1, k2tog ( twice), k1 (4) 

Rows 9 K2tog (twic2) (2) 

Break yarn, pull yarn through remaining two stitches tightly, weave in ends, 

stuff tail. 

 

legs 

Place THE 12 stitches from waste yarn on double points, in this order 4, 4, 4. 

Row1 Reattach yarn, Puk1, k12, puk1, (14 stitches), Join in the round 

Rows 1-4 Knit 

Rows 5 K1 K2tog (3times) k1 K2tog (3times)  (8) 

Row 6 Reorder stitches onto 2 needles- 4 &4 

Use Kitchener stitch to graft close 

Weave in ends, stuff leg, repeat for other leg. 

 

Make ears (2) 

Cast on 3 stitches 

Row 1 Kfb, k, kfb (5) 

Knit all Rows;  

2, 4, 5 ,6 ,8 ,9,10,11,12,14,15,16,18,19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 34 

Row 3 Kfb, k3, kfb (7) 

Row 7 Kfb, k5, kfb (9) 

Row 13 Kfb, k7, kfb (11) 
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Row 17 Kfb, k9, kfb (13) 

Row 21 K2tog, k9, k2tog) (11) 

Row 25 K2tog, k7, k2tog) (9) 

Row 29 K2tog, k5, k2tog) (7) 

Row 33 K2tog, k3, k2tog) (5) 

Row 35 K2tog, k1, k2tog) (3) 

Row 36 sk  k2tog psso 

 

Finish body 

Stuff body firmly, especially the neck. 

Place 12 stitches on needle 1, the next 12 stitches on needle 2.  

Use long tail you left to graft opening shut, using Kitchener stitch 

Using black acrylic,  embroider facial features and claws on hands and feet, 

using pictures for guidance,  

Sew tip of tail to body. Use pictures for guidance 

Attach ears, use pictures for guidance on placement 

Attach ribbon, tie, collar as desired 

Name and enjoy!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


